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Benjamin R. Civiletti

events

8

Law School "Senior Day"
U.S. Attorney Benjamin R. Civiletti,
addressing graduating U-M law
students in May, said the Justice
Department will begin prosecuting
individuals in cases where industrial
hazardous wastes threaten the
environment and the public.
Civiletti outlined a program of
increased "civil and criminal"
enforcement of environmental laws in
a speech at the Law School's "Senior
Day" ceremonies ifl Ann Arbor.
He said the most likely target of
such prosecution will be individuals
who falsify reports in corporate
waste-monitoring programs.
As part of the more. rigid
enforcement program, Civiletti said:
-Litigation will not be limited to
those who own or operate waste
dumpsites. "Those who generated
toxic wastes and those who
transported the wastes to a dumpsite
will also be held responsible where
appropriate."
-Rather than waiting for actual
harm to occur, the Justice Department
will take action "whenever it is
determined that harm is likely to
occur in the absence of remedial
action."
-Polluters "can expect to see the
development of a system of
environmental audits to check the
maintenance and operation of
equipment."
-Compliance with environmental
laws will be interpreted to mean the
provision of adequate budgets to meet
the expense of pollution control.
Civiletti said corporate officers will
be held personally responsible for
violations of environmental laws.
"It is self-evident that the work of
corporations is carried out by
individuals," Civiletti told graduating
students. "Congress has specifically
recognized this by including in the
criminal provisions of the pollution

control laws a definition of the term
'person' that includes 'responsible
corporate officers.
"Thus, we shall attempt to identify
the corporate officers responsible for
corporate acts so that the law may be
truly enforced and its real deterrent
effect mobilized."
Civiletti noted that the government
"has neither the desire nor the
resources to review and police every
industrial operation in the country. To
ensure the integrity of self-reporting,
our enforcement program will put
special emphasis on prosecuting those
who falsify their reports."
Civiletti said two new
environmental enforcement units
have been established in the Justice
Department-a Hazardous Wastes
Section, created October, 1979, under
provisions of the Resources
Conservation and Recovery Act, and a
second section established February,
1980, to enforce air and water
pollution laws.
This marks the first time in history,
said the attorney general, that
"special units will exist within the
Department of Justice dedicated to the
enforcement of the pollution control
laws with the same seriousness that
we give to enforcement of the tax laws
or the laws against bank robbers."
Civiletti said that at the present
time, enforcement in the hazardous
waste area will focus on section 7003
of the 1976 Resources Conservation
and Recovery Act, which "gives the
government a right to make the
corporation that created the hazard
take whatever action is necessary to
eliminate it."
The Law School ceremony honored
321 graduating U-M law students,
including 286 receiving the Juris
Doctor degree, 9 the Master of
Comparative Law, and 24 the Master
of Laws.

